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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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4TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
FEBRUARY 3, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet  

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
Stand 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.  
Amen. 
Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty and loving God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, 
cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of 
our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope, and 
love. Amen. 
Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim 

release to the captives.” In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to 
you that your sins are forgiven and you are released. The joy of the Lord 
is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “Come Down, O Love Divine,” #804 

Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Gloria 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of 
faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make 
us love what you command, through your Son, Jesus, Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 

Sit 

From the Old Testament Jeremiah 1:4-10 
4Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5“Before I formed you in 
the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I 
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! 
Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7But the LORD 

said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom 
I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. 8Do not be 
afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.” 9Then 
the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to 
me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint 
you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to 
destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
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From the Book of Psalms 71:1-6 
 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
 

1In you, O LORD, have I | taken refuge; 
  let me never be | put to shame. 
2In your righteousness, deliver me and | set me free; 
  incline your ear to | me and save me. 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to | keep me safe; 
  you are my crag | and my stronghold. 
4Deliver me, my God, from the hand | of the wicked, 
  from the clutches of the evildoer and | the oppressor. Refrain 
5For you are my hope, | O Lord GOD, 
  my confidence since | I was young. 
6I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s 
womb you have | been my strength; 
  my praise shall be al- | ways of you. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have 

love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If 
I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
  4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or 
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arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
  8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an 
end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but 
when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I 
was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now 
we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know 
only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully 
known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 4:21-30 

 

Gospel Acclamation “Christ, Be Our Light,” #715  

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 4th chapter of St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
21Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in 

Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All 
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came 
from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, 
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ 
And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we 
have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no 
prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there 
were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was 
shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over 
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all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 
Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time 
of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman 
the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled 
with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 
him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on 
his way. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “God of Grace and God of Glory,” #705 

Confessing our Faith 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offering our Prayers 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts  

Stand 
 

The Gifts Are Presented “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” #311, 
stanza 4 

Kings shall fall down before you, 
And gold and incense bring: 
All nations shall adore you, 
Your praise all people sing. 
To you shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 
Your kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 

 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh you embrace our lives with 
your great love of humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these 
gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to 
share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  

 

 

Prayer of Consecration 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sit.   
 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 

 

 
“O Lord, We Praise You” #499 

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” #313 
 
Stand 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit you have knit your 
servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor 
upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, 
patience and vision. Strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world, and of service to others through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 



12 

 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 

 
A Hymn 
 

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” #836 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave  

 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  

Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Kathy Neumann (8:30); Mike Allan (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Amy Roman (8:30); James Quayle (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Kent Skurkey, Scott Straffen, Christa Turnbull 
(8:30); Ray Ling, Wendy Ling, James Quayle (11:00) 

 
Acolytes – Gabrielle Bayness, Gavin Waugaman (8:30);  

Kaitlyn Carlin, Adam Digney (11:00) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Matt Berghaus, Steve Turnbull (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Terrie Leske (11:00) 

 
Greeters—Frank & Karen Beodray (8:30); 

Pat & Kathy Gallagher (11:00) 
 

Ushers – Joe King, Tim Roman (8:30);  
Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Katie Norman,  

Tyler Seagro, George Skliros (11:00) 
 

Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens, Laura Schwartz-Gaydos 
 

Nursery – Jennifer Helmink, Haley Tome (11:00) 
 

Trustee – Carl Herhuth 

  



14 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

 for our local community leaders and in thanksgiving for those who 
serve in public services and work during winter emergencies 
 

 for those who are hospitalized or under the care of physicians, 
especially for Dottie, Bob, Jim, Sue, & Jodi 

 
 with thanksgiving for Pierson John Campogni born January 27 

 
 for those who are part of the New Members class and will be joining 

Messiah on Feb. 10th. 
 

 For the family of Hazel Gohr (Connie Triplett’s Grandmother) who 
died this past week 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Feb. 2—THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD, a day remembering how Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple forty days after his birth.  The 
day is also known as Candlemas.   
 
Feb 3—ANSGAR, d. 865, a monk who led a mission to Sweden and 
founded the first church there.  He is sometimes called the Apostle to 
the Swedes.  
 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

 We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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